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RECEIVED 

eefTRAL FAX CEMTEP 

•MA s ^ t PATENT 

5589-02326/P688-O4/1C 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re Application of: § Group Art Unit: 2857 

I.cvyetal. § Examiner: Unknown 

§ 

Serial No. 10/670,1 83 § Atty. Dkt. No. 5589-02326 



Filed: September 24, 2003 § 

§ 

For: METHODS AND SYSTEMS FOR § 
DETERMINING A CRITICAL § 
DIMENSION AND A THIN FILM § 
CHARACTERISTIC OF A SPECIMEN § 



1 hereby certify thai this correspondence \% y>c\x\% transwhlcd 
via fccjimilc cr deposited with lhc U.S. Poilal Service us 
ClfcSS Mail iii an envelope sdtlrc^cd tn: Attistani Coiiuwssjoner 
for f atcms. Wadtaaton, D.C. 2023 U on the tfatc indicated below: 



Dale Pamela Gcri:< 



j NEORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir; 

Applicant requests consideration of ^ the references listed on the attached Form PTO-1449 (10 
pages) and/or d the additional inforraation identified below in paragraph 3. P ursuant to changes made to 
37 QEE LgSfe lfaXiX copies oftbe references arc not jnfluded, 

1 . This Information Disclosure Statement is submitted: 

a. Q within 3 months of the filing date of a national application other than a continued 

prosecution application under § 1.53(d); 
n within 3 months of the date of entry of the national stage as set forth in § 1.491 in 

an International application; 
^] before the mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits; or 
□ before the mailing of a first Office Action after tho filing of a request for 

continued examination under § 1.114. 

b, □ after the events of above paragraph la and prior to the mailing date of a final 

Office Action or Notice of Allowance, and thus: □ the certification of 
paragraph 2 below is provided, or □ a fee of S 1 80.00 is enclosed. 
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c. CH after the mailing date of a final Office Action or a Notice of Allowance and prior 
to payment of the issue foe, and thus: the certification of paragraph 2 below is 
provided and a fee of $180.00 is enclosed. 

2. ll is hereby certified: 

□ that each item of information contained in ibis Information Disclosure Statement was 
cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application 
not more than three months prior to the filing of the Statement, or 

Q that no item of information contained in the Information Disclosure Statement was cited 
m a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application or, to 
the knowledge of the person signing the certification after making reasonable inquiry, 
was known to any individual designated in § 1 .56 (c) more than three months prior to the 
filing of the Statement. 

3. Q Consideration of the following additional information (including any co-pending or 

abandoned U.S. applications, prior uses and/or sales, etc.) is requested: 

4. For each non-English language reference listed on the attached Form PTO-1449: 

□ reference is made to an English language translation submitted herewith, and/or 

□ reference is made to a foreign patent office search report (in the English language) 
submitted herewith, and/or 

n reference is made to an English language translation of a foreign patent office search 
report submitted herewith, and/or 

Q reference is made to the concise explanation contained in the specification of the present 
application at page(s) , and/or 

PI reference is made to the concise explanation set forth below: 

5. □ Applicant also offers the following comments for the Examiner's consideration: 

6. □ Also enclosed is a copy of a foreign search report citing these references. 

7. Q The listed documents were brought to the attention of the Applicants) aflcr payment of 

the issue fee in the captioned case. The documents were cited in a communication from a 
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior 
to the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement, Applicant(s) request this 
Information Disclosure Statement and attached Form PTO-1449 bo placed in the file of 
the captioned application, 

8. E3 Applicants) requests that the Information Disclosure Statement and attached Form PTO- 

1449 and references, which are being filed before the grant of the patent and pursuant to 
37 C.F.R, § 1 .97(i), be placed in the file of the captioned application. 
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If any required tecs arc missing, tfic Commissioner is authorized to charge said fees to Conlcy 
Rose, P.C. Deposit Account No. 03-2769/5589-02326. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ann Marie Mcwhcrtcr 
Reg. No. 50,484 
Agent for Applicaot(s) 

CONI.HY ROSE, P.C. 
P.O.BoxCiS4908 
Austin, Texas 78768^1908 
(512) 476-1400 

Dale: ^tik^A 



3 
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Form PTO-1449 (modified) 

List of Patents and Publications 
For Applicant's Information 

Disclosure Statement 
(Use several sheers if necessary) 


ATTY. DKT. NO. 5589-02326 

APPLICANT: Lcvyetal. 

FILING DATE: September 24, 2003 


SKRIALNO. 10/670,183 
GROUP: 2857 


U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


EXAM. 
INTfJALS 


REV. 
DBS. 


DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUB 


FILING DATE IF 
AFPAOfAlATli 


-~* — ■ ■ — 


Al 


3,046,484 


3/1976 


Aronslein et al. 










A2 


4,232,063 


11/1980 


Rosier ct al. 










A3 


4,247,203 


1/1981 


Levy ct al. 











A4 


4,347,001 


8/1982 


Levy et al. 










A5 


4,378,159 


3/1983 


Galbraith 










A6 


4,448,532 


5/1984 


Joseph et al. 










A7 


4,532,650 


7/1985 


Wihl et al. 










AS 


4,555,798 


11/1985 


Broadbcnt, Jr. cl al. 










AO 


4,556,317 


12/1985 


Sandland et al 










A10 


4,559,450 


12/1985 


RobitiJion et al 










All 


4,571,635 


2/1986 


Kamoshida 










A12 


4,578,589 


3/1986 


Aitkcn 










A13 


4,579,455 


4/1986 


Levy et al. 






— 




A14 


4,579,463 


4/1986 


R-Osfincwait? Et al 

AWUVjIvTVHJL Wl CiX. 










A15 


4,587,432 


5/1986 


•*» J 1JVVII 










A1G 


4,599,558 


7/1986 


Gaslella.no Jr ct al 










A17 


4,601,576 


7/1986 


Galbraith 










A18 


4,618,938 


10/1986 


Sandland etaL 










A19 


4,619,529 


10/1986 


Iuchi et al. 










A20 


4,633,504 


12/1986 


Wihl 










A21 


4,641,967 


2/1987 


Peccn 










A22 


4,644,172 


2/1987 


Sandland ct al. 










A23 


4,645,929 


2/1987 


Criegern et al. 










A24 


4,710,030 


12/1987 


Tauc ct al. 










A25 


4,733,091 


3/1988 


Robinson et al. 










A26 


4,743,767 


5/1988 


Plumb ct al. 










A27 


4,750,822 


6/1988 


Roscncwaig et al. 









EXA_ MINKR: DATE CONSIDERED; 

EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in cemfonnance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if 
not in conformance and not c o nsidered. Include copy of this fo rm with next communication to die patent owner. 
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Form PTO-1 449 (modified) 

List of Patents and Publications 
For Applicant's Information 

Disclosure Statement 
(Use several sheets if necessary) 



ATTY. DKT. NO. 5589-02326 

APPLICANT: Lcvyctal. 

FILING DATE: September 24, 2003 



SERIAL NO. 10/670,183 
GROUP: 2857 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



EXAM. 
INITIALS 


REP. 
DI:S. 


DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUB 
CLASS 


HI.) NO DATE & 
APPROPRIATE 




A28 


4,766,324 


O /1 fkOO 

c/1988 


baadat et al. 










A29 


4,oIa>, 123 




JipccnC CI aj. 










A30 


4,0 12,750 


7/1 0150 


minis et ai. 










Alt 

Ail 


A OIO 1 1A 


.4/1 OQO 
4/li/Oy 


Davidson 










A3 2 


4,842,683 


/ 1 a o A 

0/1989 


Cheng ct al. 










A33 


A O A c a CO 

4,845,558 


l-i ft AAA 

7/1989 


Tsai et al. 










A34 


4,854,710 


O /1 AOA 

8/1989 


Gpsal et al. 










A35 


4,877,326 


10/1989 


Chadwick ct al. 










A3 6 


4,898^471 


1 /I AAA 

2/1990 


Stonestrom et al. 










A37 


4,905, 170 


O / 1 AAA 

2/1990 


poroum et al. 











A38 


4,912,326 


-> lm AAA 

3/1990 


Naito 










A 39 


A AOA 

4,926,489 


/1 AAA 

5/1990 


Danielson et al. 










A40 


4,999,014 


1 /1 AA t 

3/1991 


Gold et al. 










A41 


4,999,578 


3/1991 


Ohashi et al. 










A42 


5,023,424 


6/1991 


Vaught 










A43 


5,042,951 


8/1991 


Gold et al. 










A44 


5,043,589 


8/1991 


Smcdt et al. 










A A Sf 

A45 


5,047,648 


9/1991 


Fishkin ct al. 












^ fl76 60? 


12/1001 


li CUKCIiJLuIlb CL al. 










A47 


5,112,129 


5/1992 


Davidson et al. 










A4S 


5,181,080 


1/1993 


Fanton ct al. 










A49 


5,189,481 


2/1993 


Jann et al. 










A50 


5,215,619 


6/1993 


Cheng et al. 










A51 


5,264,912 


11/1993 


Vaught ct al. 










A52 


5,344,491 


9/1994 


Katou 










A53 


5,355,212 


10/1994 


Wells et al. 










A54 


5,393,624 


2/1995 


Ushijima 










A55 


5,401,316 


3/1995 


Shiratsbi ct al. 









EXAMINER: 



DATE CONSIDERED: 



EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if 
nonconfo rmance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to die patent Owner. 
Page 2 of lflH ~ " " * ' 
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Form PTO-] 449 (modified) 

I ,isl of Patents and Publications 
For Applicant's Information 
Disclosure Statement 

(Use several sheets if necessary) 



ATfY. DKT. NO. 5589-02326 

APPLICANT: Levyetal. 

FJf.ING PATE: September 24, 2003 



SERIAL NO. 10/670,183 
GROUP: 2857 



ILS. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



EXAM. 
INITIALS 


RKF. 
DBS, 


DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUB 
CLASS 


MONO DATE TP 
APPROPRIATE 




A ^ A. 


* All ATX 




Roscncwaig et aL 










A57 


5,435,313 


o/i one 


Henderson ct pi. 












5,485,091 


1 it AA/ 

I/199o 


Vcrkuil 










A59 


5.516,608 


5/1996 


Hobbs et al. 










A60 


5,517,312 


5/1996 


Fxnarov 










A61 


5,537,669 


7/1996 


Evans et al. 










A62 


5,563,702 


10/1996 


Emery ct at. 










A63 


5,565,979 


10/1996 


Gross 












5,572,598 


1 1/1996 


Willi et al. 




— — ~— 






A65 


5,581,350 


12/1996 


Chen et al. 










A66 


5,594,247 


1/1997 


Vcrkuil et al. 










A67 


5,596,406 


1/1997 


Rosencwaig et al. 








— _ 


A68 


5,596,411 


1/1997 


Fanton et al. 










A69 


5,604,344 


2/1997 


Pinaxov 










A70 


5,604,585 


2/1997 


Johnson eta). 




• 






A71 


5,614,060 


3/1997 


Haxiawa 










A72 


5,619,548 


4/1997 


Koppel 




- 






A73 


5,633,747 


5/1997 


Nikoonahad 










A74 


5 641 969 


6/1997 


v^uukc ci al. 










A75 


5,644,223 


7/1997 


Vcrkuil 










A76 


5,650,731 


7/1997 


Fung ct al 










A77 


5,652,654 


7/1997 


Asimopoulos 










A78 


5,682,242 


10/1997 


Eylon 










A79 


5,684,393 


11/1997 


Ryat 










A80 


5,689,614 


11/1997 


Gronet et al. 










A81 


5,695,568 


12/1997 


Sinha ct al. 










A82 


5,699,156 


12/1997 


Carver 










A83 


5,712,707 


1/1998 


Ausschnitt ct al. 









KXAMINER: 



DATE CONSIDERED: 



EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in confonnance with MPKP 609; Draw line through citation if 
not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to lhc patent owner. 
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Form PTO- \ 449 (modified) 

List of Patents and Publications 
For Applicant's Information 
Disclosure Statement 
(Use several sbecls if necessary) 


ATTY. DKT. NO. S589-02326 

APPLICANT: Levyctal. 

FILING DATD: September 24, 2003 


SERIAL NO. 10/670,183 
GkOUP: 2857 


U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


F.XAM. 

TVTTTT A T C 


"RHF. 


DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUB 


lUTNGDATEJF 
APPROParATU 




A84 


5,730,642 


3/1998 


Siiiidliu et al 










ASS 


5 737 072 


4/1998 












AS6 


5,740,226 


4/1998 


IComiva et al 










A87 


S 747 813 


5/1998 


Mf>rlt*>n et nl 










A£K 


5 748 118 


5/1 90S 












A89 




5/1993 


in UUIlml 










A 00 


S 7^7 507 


5/1998 


Al 1 t<rVtnitt At -i1 











A91 


5,764,365 


6/1998 


1 111 AJ UV 












S 7/V7 601 


6/1908 


v crKim 










A93 


5 770 000 


6/1098 

Vf 1770 


IS ICC CI aJ. 










A 04 


5 771 094 


6/1008 


V- tlTLLI CI dj. 










AOS 


S 708 829 


8/1998 


V uCc-li avail J 










/WO 


S 70ft £^7 


8/IOOR 

Of I J VO 


Aspnes et al. 












flfK ?on 


0/1 00£ 













AOS 
/Wo 




Ift/IOQR 

AW l>70 


1 sai ci iii. 










A OQ 


S ft7^ 




Nikoonahad et al. 











A100 


5 831 865 


1 1/1098 


JDv 1 97,111 cX 31, 






~ 




A101 




1^/1008 


ivians ci ui. 










A102 


5,849,136 


12/1998 


Mintz et aL 










A103 


5,859,964 


1/1999 


Wang et al. 










AI 04 


5,864,394 


1/1999 


Jordan, III ct al 










A105 


5,866,437 


2/1999 


Chen et al. 










A106 


5,867,590 


2/1999 


Eylon 










A107 


5,872,633 


2/1999 


Iiolzapfel et al 










A108 


5,877,859 


3/1999 


Aspncs et aL 










A109 


5,882,165 


3/1999 


Maydan et al. 










AUO 


5,883,374 


3/1999 


Mathews 










All! 


5,883,710 


3/1999 


Nikoonahad ut al. 







EXAMINER; DATE CONSIDERED: 

EXAMINER: Initial i f citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if 
not in confo rman ce and not conside red. Include copy of this form with next commu nication to the patent owner. 
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Form PTO 1 449 (modified) 
List of Patents and Publications 
For Applicant's Information 
Disclosure Statement 

(U$0 several sheets If necessary) 


ATTY. DKX NO. 5589-02326 

APPLICANT: Lcvyctal. 

FILING DATE: September 24, 2003 


SERIAL NQ. 10/670,183 
GROUP: 2857 


US, PATENT DOCUMENTS 


EXAM, 
INITIALS 


RE1«. 
DBS. 


DOCUMENT NL'MOER 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUB 


FlUNO DAl'U IK 
APPROPRIATE 




AU2 


5,S 86,355 


3/1999 


Bright Ct al. 










A113 


5,887,085 


3/1999 


Otsuka 




~ 






A114 


5,889,593 


3/1999 


Bareket 










A115 


5,S96,294 


4/1999 


Chow et al. 










AXIS 


5,900,939 


5/1999 


Asnncs ct al 










A117 


5,910,011 


6/1999 


Cruse 










A118 


5,910,842 


6/1999 


Pi wonka-Corle ct al 










A119 


5,914,784 


6/1999 


Ansschnitt et 










A120 


5,917,588 


6/1999 


Addiego 










A121 


5,917,594 


6/1999 


Norton 










A122 


5,920,076 


7/1999 


Rtir&in ct a\ 










A123 


5.926 690 


7/1999 


XU^JIcIC CI ell. 










A124 


5,930,138 


7/1999 


Lin et al 






• 




A125 


5,935,338 


8/1999 


Lei ct al 








< 


A126 


5,935,397 


8/1999 


fyfastcrcrvn 

in ujiwi Jvli 










A127 


5,943,122 


8/1999 












A128 


5,955*661 


9/1999 


OtUJJ&UYtU (11. 










A129 


5 959 735 


9/1999 












A130 


5,959,812 


9/1999 


Iw Ulwl 11 J CI 










A131 


5,963,783 


10/1999 


Lowell ci ai. 










A132 


5,964,643 


10/1999 


Birang et al. 










A133 


5,966,312 


10/1999 


Chen 










A134 


5,968,691 


10/1999 


Yoshioka ct al. 










A13S 


5,973,323 


10/1999 


Adlcr et al. 










A136 


5,973,787 


10/1999 


Aspnes et al. 










AI37 


5,976,310 


11/1999 


Levy 










A138 


5,978,074 


11/1999 


Opsal et al. 










A139 


5,982,482 


11/1999 


Nelson et al. 








EXAMINER: 








DATE CONSIDERED; 





EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if 
not in confo rmance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next comm unication to the patent owner. 
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Form PTO-1 449 (modified) 

List ofPatenls anil Publications 
For Applicant's Information 
Disclosure Statement 
(Use several sheet's if necessary} 



ATTY. DKT. NO. 5589-02326 

APPLICANT; Levy et at. 

FILING DATE: September 24, 2003 



SERIAL NO. 10/670,183 
GROUP: 2857 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



UXAM. 
INITIALS 


DES. 


DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUB 
CLASS 


FILING DATE IF 
AMMtOl'HlATE 








1 1 /1 000 


r nan et al. 










A t A t 

A141 


6,00 0,906 


] LI \ yyy 


Mans 










A 142 


6,012,966 


1/2000 


Han et al. 










A 143 


r* A^A *\ 1 A 

0,020,214 


1 f"l AAA 

2/2000 


Watanabc et aJ. 










A 1 A A 

A144 


o,Ozo,y j / 


JJ2VVO 


Roscngaus et al. 










A 145 


0,023,338 


2/2000 


Barekct 








— 


a \ A r 

A146 


X AID 

6,025,918 


~% t*\ AAA 

2/2000 


Maris 










A147 


6,038,029 


O /1AAA 

3/2000 


Finarov 










A148 


6,039,848 


3/2000 


Moslchi ct aJ. 










A149 


6,040, 19S 


3/2000 


Korniya et al. 




- 






A150 


6,045,433 


4/2000 


Dvir et al. 










A151 


6,052,478 


4/2000 


Wihl ctal. 










A1S2 


6,060,7 IS 


5/2000 


England et al. 










Al 53 


6,064,517 


5/2000 


Chuang et al. 










A154 


6,072,147 


6/2000 


Kosbiislii et ah 










A155 


6,072,178 


6/2000 


Mizuno 










A156 


^ AT\ ^*>A 

6,072,320 


6/2000 


Verkujl 










Al 57 


6,074,518 


6/2000 


Imafuku et al. 










Al Sft 

fiJ JO 




6/2000 


IVlaill CI ul. 










A159 


6,078,386 


6/2000 


Tsai et al. 










AKiO 


6,080,287 


6/2000 


Drcwery et al. 










A1C1 


6,081,325 


6/2000 


Leslie el al 










AU2 


6,083,363 


7/2000 


Ashtiaui et al. 










A163 


6,084,679 


7/2000 


Stcffkn et al. 










A164 


6,036,737 


7/2000 


Patonay et al. 










A165 


6,089,181 


7/2000 


Sucmasa et al. 










A166 


6,093,62S 
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